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1 CHRON. 12. 32. 


Id the Children of Ifachar, which were men that had under landing ofthe 
tines, to know what Iſrael ought to do 


His Text bears an excellent Chara&er of a party, who came with others 


Saul now being out of the way, and the time of fa'fiilling the promiſe 
to David, being now at hand; Wherein you have ( 1.) A deſcript ion 
the party thus Character ized, 1. From their Tribe, they were Children of |= 
kr, a Tribe whoſe Motto was, a ftrong aſs couching down between two burdens, 
(1.49. 14. dilcovering their Diipoſition, ftrergth, and employment about 
ray concerns, The Lord will bring off people from their worldly affairs, when 
lub ſervice for them. 2, From their Number, they were but 200 that came 
uit in che work. Tho people be at ſome diſadvantages, yet ought they not to 
ap their hand from the Lord's work. And 3. From their Station, all of 
m had command over their Brethren, either ina Civil or Military capacity. 
we obligations lyes upon thoſe in places of Truſt and Command, to put their hand 
tle Lord's work. ( 2. ) You have the Character it ſelf, which beyond many 
ters they did bear; They had underftanding of the times: Where we are 
conſider, what is meant by times ? By times here is not meant properly 
tabich Philoſophers call che meaſure of motion, by firſt and laſt; But figu- 
ely, the flate and condition of times, or theſe P rovidences, Affairs, Chan- 
ud Viciſſitudes that fall out in time, Efth. 1. 13. And 2. What this under- 
ling of the times is? It were too narrow a ſenſe to aſtrict it, either to that 
eil and Aſtrological knowledge, which they had of the Stars and motions of 
lavens, teaching them the fir Seaſons, (they being for moſt part Husband 
1) of ſowing and reaping, &c. Or to that Hiftorical and Chronological un- 
Minding, which they had of the times that were paſt, or of right computing 
ordering che times of celebrating their ſolemn Feaſts; or to that military 
nledge, which they were endowed with of the fit (ealons of going forth to, 
right management of their Wars and Battels: But it hath reference, 1. To 
[moral prudence and policy, whereby they knew the nature, tendency, and 
les, with their fitteſt ſeaſons of the preſent poſture of affairs. And, 2. To that 
tu] wiſdom and underſtanding, whereby they were directed co the diſcovery 
ght improvement of the intricat providences of their time, which ſeemed 
de gr eatly perplexed with ſingular intricacies and rotations, and particularly 
be preſent diſpenſation of making David King, And 3. In the Text you have 
A 2 


in a very critical juncture to Hebron , to afliſt in making David K ing, 


the | 


the effect and reſult of this gift of their underſtanding of the times. It vn cc 
tributive to the difcovery and practice of their own and all I/raels Preſent dur 
to know what Iſrael ought to do, whether ag a body Politick, or Eccleſiaflick 

The words that I have choſen for the Subject of this Sermon, are theſe, wh 
were men that had underſtanding of the times, to know what Iſrael owght to do 
Wherein you have. 1. A ſuppoſition of two Truths, the handling of which is ne 
my preſent incendment, 1. That there are (ome ſpecial Times and Provide 
which may paſs over a Church or Kingdom, Eccl. 3. 17. 2. That theſe 
Times and Providences are oft-times very intricat and difficult to underſtand 
Ezek. 1. 16. 2. Apofition of other two Doctrines. As 1. That it is a neceſſi 
duty, and commendable qualification, to underſtand the Times that a Church 
Kingdom may pals under. 2. That the right diſcerning of theſe times conttibut 
much to ditcover unto, and ditect people in the right timing and manzgeme 
of their preſent duty, The prolecution of theſe two Truths, is my preſe 
work. 

Dod. 1, That it is 2 neceflary. duty and commendable qualification, to 
derſtand the fingular times ot providences that may paſs over a Church or Kin 
dom, Exrl. 8: 5. A wiſe mans heart diſcerneth both time and judgment. M 
thod requires, that in the proſecution of this Truth, I ſhould firſt give yout! 
grounds of it, 2. What ate theſe things which in times we are to ſtudy mainly: 
underſtand. And 3. What way we may. beſt come to the underſtanding of tine 

I. The grounds of this Doctrine are 1. God hath expreſly.commanded, thity 
make ſeriou- refleQions upon his ſiagular providences, whether of mercy or of jad 
ment, Plal. 66. 5, Come and ſee the works of God, he is terrible in bis doings 
the children of men. And when the ſeven Seals are opened, Rev. 6. 1. Athur 
dering voice is heard, crying, Come and ſee; and how many Beho/ds are prefixe 
in the Scripture to his ſignal Reps and-goings amongſt a people 7 Exod. 3.2. Bebe 
the buſh burned with fire, and the buſh was not conſumed, And Fob is in (pe 
way called to this duty, Fob 37. 14. Hearken unto this, O Fob, ſtand full anden 
fider the wondrous works of God. 2. TheLordis ſore diſpleaſed with, and utte 
eth ſevere threarnings againſt a people that are not in this duty, Pſal. 28. 5. 3 
cauſe they regard not the works of the Lord, nor the operations of his hands, be (þ 
deſtroy them, and not build them up. It is an high contempt of God, when he tt 
velleth amongſt a people in lignal and ſingulat fteps of Providence, not to obſer 
or take notice of his goings, and lays them open to that ſad challeage, where 
the Lord ranks them below bruits, Iſai. 1. 3. The ox knoweth his owner, and 
aſs. his maſters crib, but my people do not know, and Iſrael doth not conffder- 
| Without this knowledge of the times, the Lord loſes his due praiſes ar our band 
for how can we praiſe him when we cxnnor diſcern. his loving kindneſs, why # 
ve be ſo fooliſh and unjuſt as to rob God of the Glory due to him of all 
Work,, by not ſtudying to underſtand them, Pal, 107. contains a record 4 


4 5 
adrons Works, and at the cloſe of every Section, there is an Exclamatioh, O that 
we would praiſe the Lord, &c. And the laſt verſe concludes, Vboſo is wiſe, and 
lil erve theſe things, even they ſhall underſtand the loving kindneſs of the Lord. 
4 the Lord, by negleR of this Duty, loſes bis Praiſes, ſo we loſe the bencfit 
{Times and Providences, if we do not underſtand them; for by his Works, as 
l as ty his Word, he cauſes his people to profit. And without this diſcerning 
{the Times, we want 2 great part of the Food of our Faith, the exerciſe of Pa- 
ace, and occaſion of ſerious Contemplation and wonderment. P/al, 74. 14. Tbon 
het the heads of Leviathan in pieces, and gaveſt him to be meat to the people | 
Habit ing the wilderneſs, 5. Without this knowledge of the Times and Provis 
laces, ye cannot well know how to order your Addreſſes to God. in Prayer and 
plication anent them, and your own circumſtances under them, Pſal. 109: 4. 
he the right underſtanding of times will afford you many Articles for your Prayers, 
nope you to plead them, nd fit you for diſcerning the Lord's returns: For 
en the flouds of great Waters are like to go over David, he ſays; P/al. 32. 6. 
rtbis ſnall every one that is godly call upon thee, ina time when thou mayeft be 
id. And 6. It is a moſt pleaſant and raviſhing exerciſe, to be ſtudying to un- 
rand the Times, and the attainments of the Saints this way fill their Souls 
th unſpeakable delight: It's one of the Fruits of Chriſt that are ſweet to their 
le, P/al: 111.2. The works of the Lord are ſought out of all theſe that take pleas: } 
in tbem. What 8 Heaven upon Earth will this advai.ce thee unto? O ! what 
ſure to perceive the Wiſe Counſeller, and excellent Worker againſt contrary 
nds and Tides from men, ſteeri g all to the Harbour of his own praiſe, the exalt- 
of his Son, and the happineſs of his Church, and \- cretly carrying on theſe ende, f 
ule men are driving quite contrary deſigns, how he promotes bis deſigns, by | 
ded men · oppoſiag them; and enlarges and gather, hi- Church, by their ſcat- 
og of it. And O! what ſatis fact on as to thy own particular caſe; to beheld 
diſcern the Lord, ſome imes lif ing thee up. (P/at. 102, 10.) and ſomet:mcs - 
ing thee down again, ſometimes laying you low, as free among the dead, and a= {|| 
ſetting your feet upon a Rock, and making them like hind+ feet, ſo that ye 
Kon high places; ſometimes en'arging you and your ſteps under you, and - 
aſtraitning you, that ve walk 5s with fecter>; now afflited, and apain deliver- 
\ wounded and caſt down, and in three daycs hea ed ard litted up; theſe are | 
tot his wayes, which cannot but be p ealure co us to ſearch into and contemplat. it 
« how delightiog muſt it be, to begin that exerciſe here, that (hall continue in 
Wen; to view and remember with delight, the various and wondei ful methods it 
i the wiſe Lord took in bringing you there; and while you are on Earth, to be 
uſported to have your Converſation in Heaven, or to have x Waf of Heaven i | 


Wit unto your. Soul. This cannot be but an unſpekable delight. 1 
II. Whas : ' | 


| C 6 

IT. What are theſe things in times . we are to ſearch into, and ſtudy t 
underftand, ( 1. ) We are to ſearch into, and to underſtand the bid and (eq 
Spring of the Lord's wiſe and powerful hand in directing, permitting and orde 
ing all theſe things that fall out in time. The wheel C Ezek« 1. 16.) that j 
within the wheel, and the hand that is under the wings of the living creature; 
as in a Clock, or Y Vatch, we ſee the Hand, but we ſee not the ſecret Spring with 
in, that moves all, and turns about the direct Retrograd, and tranſverſe me 
tions of the Wheels to the diſcovery of the hour; for Times and Providences mi 
be obvious in their actions, ſecond Cauſes, and the effects they produce; but u 
are in the dark many times: 1+. As to the Power that acts. 2, 48 to the Reaſon 
and Ends be hath before him. And 3. As to the Mind and Diſpoſition wher, 
with he moves them; theſe ly hid under ground, as matter of inquity to theſ, 
rious and moſt diſcerning, whoſe eyes are in their head.(2.) We are to ſearch i 
to, and anderftand the Sus of the times, that we may confeſs and mourn one 
them, eſcape from them, and get them removed. Fer. 9. 12» ho is the yi 
man that may underſtand t his, for what the land periſheth,and is Burnt up like a vil 
derneſs, ſo that none paſſeth through? As to which ye are to underfland; 1 
Toat is there hath been many Prophets that have ſeen vain and fooliſh things ff 
us, (Lam. 2. 14. ) and have not diſcovered our iniquity, to turn away our cd] 
tvity, but have ſeen for us falſe cauſes of baniſhment. So the Lords People are of 
ten in the dark, as to the grounds of the Lord's controverfie with chem, andfr 
quently put to that queſtion, (Job. 9. 10. )Shew me wherefore thou contendi 
with med 2. That there are no fins which have brought down the wrath of God i 
on any Nation, but it hath been found in our Skirts, and ſo cannot rationally cx 
pect that he will bear with that in one People, which he hath puniſhed ſo ſever! 
in another; but that as in Iſa. 10. 11. As he hath done unto Samaria and 
Idols, ſo will be do unto Feruſalem, (Scotland) and her Idols. We may | 
the dead carcaſſes of other ſinuets, ind finful Nations lying in our way, for ti 
ſame ſins we are guilty ef, which may make us halt in the courſe of our backCidn 
and deteion. And 3. If we ſhould condeſcend upon the particular fins of ot 
times, as the contempt of the glorious Goſpel, Zech. 7. 11. 12, Our 1dolath 
Ezek. 14. 5. and chap. 20. 16. Perftdie, Deut. 29. 24, 25 Lukewarmneſs in 
Indifferency in Religion. Rev 3. 15. Oppreſſion, Ezek. 8. 17. &c. It would! 
fitter for a Volum than a Sermon, to enumerat them, and therefore I ſhall (at! 
fie my ſelf with ſaying, as in Amos 1. 9. For three tranſgreſſims of Tyrus (80 
land) and for four | will not turn away the puniſhment thereof, becauſe, &c . ul 
that in Fer. 30. 14. For the multitude of thine iniquities, and becauſe th) 
were increaſed, I have done theſe things unto thee, 3. Ye are to ftudy to und 
ſtand the Signs and tokens of the times, Matth. 16. 3. O ye hypocrites, ye cand 
Wl /cern the face of the sby, but ye cannot diſcern the figns of the times; and thut bot 
che good and bad ſigas of the times, I will not mention the bad ſigns further tb 
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by way of the contrary ) they may be comprehended in the good; but ſhall 
gation only theſe good and promiſing Signs of out times, to be ſtudied and un- 
vftood, Matth. 24. 22. When the fig-tree cafteth her blefloms,we know that 
' nmer is near. As 1. It isa good and promiſing Token of a time, when there is 
\nelting and mourning frame amongſt the Lord's people for abounding Iniquity, 
fer. 31. 9. When people come with weepir g and Supp'ications, asking the way | 
bon; Which Sign is ſo to be underſtood, 1. As that rbough our iniquities | 
whfie againſt us, (Iſai. 48. 11) yet will he do for bis Names ſake. 2. That 
ach is wanting in our monrning frame before our Deliverance, may come alongſt 
with it, or follow after it. And 3. That his Soveraign grace may prove as the 
eu that waiteth not for man, or his frame, but magnifieth it ſelf, in delivering 
of 4 fioful and indilpoſed, yea ill-diſpoſed People. 2. When there is ary meaſure: | 
of deſirable Harmony and Uaion in 2 State or Church, and every one as one ſtick 
Binds in the hands of the Lord, and with one conſent, ( Zepb, 3 9.) And witb 
me ſpoulder, ( Amos 9. 11.) Help up with the fallen tabernacle. And ye are to 
nderſtand this Sign ſo, as 1. Though people may be of different and imperfe& | 
light and Sentiments in ſome things (1 Cor. 13 9.) Yet in the mainTruths and | 
(-ncers of the Church and Nation, they map, and ought to be as one man, C i Tbeſſ- 
j.13- ) Nor ſtriving who ſhall hold the Candle, leaſt by their ſtrugling they pute 
tour, 2. That the wiſdom of God may out · wit the Devil 8nd his Inſtruments, 
nmiking the differences among his People, not only prove the mean of Diſcove- : 
hof the hearts and principles of many, ( Luke 2. 35.) Bur to be the occaſion of | 


their more cloſs uniting among themſelves, and th's fire of Diviſion to ſepatat He- 
tropenials, and congregat Homogenials. And 3. That this Union and Con- 
ord, as it is the Ornament and Beauty of a Society, ſer in Majeſty, ( Ezek.7+ | 
u.) and makes them comely us Jeruſalem; and as it is the ſtrengih and lafery | 
if a Corporation, a ſhaft of Arrows not being broken ſo ealily as firgle | 
"es lo it is a Terror unto Enemies, and makes them terrible 2s any Army with fl 
kucers, and occafions Enemies to faint in their oppoſition, ſaying, C 2s in the |, 
jmitive times) Behold, bow they love ene another. And 3. It is a good S:gn f 
nme when there are ſome hopeful beginnings of Good breaking up, reſembling | 
de voice upon the top of the Mulberry trees, 2 Sam. 5, 24. Axd the little cloud 

lite a mans hand ſeen upon the top of mount Carmel, 1 Kings 18. 44, Which Sign 
iſoto be underſtood, as 1. We are not 10 deſpiſe the day of ſall things, Zech. 
{10. But 2. To look upon them as arles of, and ſo many ſteps towards his 
Work, his ſtrange VVork, his AR, bis ſirange Act,. which (ball make us all cry 


Wh (ontiog, grace, grace unto it. And 3. As God mercifully evgaging ſomg 
U1z00d Canſe and Courſe, to the ſaving of their Souls, building of theic Honſ- 
5, ind comfort at Death, be hath by thele beginoiogs, wherein ye have been In- 

mental, happily. brought you over to his fide, and I defire to be perſwaded, 


Wt be will never ſuffer you to retieat; which if you do, he hath a-Witoels againſt | 
you-| 


you in theſe things, in your own Conſciences, that ye condemn your fe 
theſe things that now ye allow. 4. Le ate to obſerve and underſtand the dub 5. 
vidences of the times, with reference both to Mercy and Judgment. Ec ry 
A wiſe mans heart diſcerneth both time and judgment. And 1. With ref L 
to mercy,obſerye and underſtand, how the Lord doth great works by ſmaſſ nia 
Deborah, Jodęe Fo A weak wowan, the worm Jacob, Iſai. 41.14 Thrall 
mountains, R.m- horns, Foſhua, 6. 4. bringing down high walls; a Stran 
ih the hand of Omnipotency, will do great things, 2. By uNexpeRte 
meas, bringing Toftruments from afar, not thought upon, to do ler vic 
to his Church, Exod 3. 10. From their common and ordinary Emy| 
ments, ,as Gideon, ( Judges 6. r1. ) from the Threſhing-floor, and fron 
his Eoe mie, as Crus ( L/ 45. l. To lbofe the loins of kings, and break tl 
gates of braſs, and elevating them above their ordinary ſphere 3nd ability, tod: 
exploits, making the feeble among them as David, ¶ Zech. 12.8. , And d 
weak 35 an Angel of God. Yea fiom the furnace of Affliftion, Joſepb broup 
out of Priſon to Rule, and +$ many, of you are lately came, fram your Bond : to ch 
Beniſh. 3. By no viſible mean, Zech. 4. 6. Not by power, or ly mght, but | 
mySpirit. ſaith the Lord. 4. By contrary n eans, that would ſeem to deſticy, C 
and Spitt e, that of themlelves tend to mai «he light, yet apPlyed by Cacif 
(Job. 9. 6) heal blind eyes; by afflictioy, to bring about the Deliverance o 


bis church; 1 y darkneſs to l ring ſisht, and t-y ſcattering. to gather. Vea, f. b 


meaus that have no rational or ptobable conne ion with the effect, What rations 
connexion can be imagined betwixt the King's not getting ſleep, calling fot 
Book to divert bim, &c. Eſther 6. 1, 2. and the D-lJiverance of th: Church; ye 
the Lord brings forth their Deliverance that way: a Dummer in tis d-voket 
neſs Ringing the Town Bell in B-zzers in France, giving the Beſieged Proteſtant 
the ala m, juſt when theic enemies were afſeulting theu , was an obſervable Fr 
vidence. 2. How the Lord by veiy impreſſions, and ppfenenſi .us upon the ü 
rits of enemies, makes them fly when none pur ſueth, and one to cha ſe a the ul ut 


i and two to put ten thouſand to flight, a famous .inftance wbe eof ye hie 


Fudges 7 13, A Dream of a fellow, that a barley cke was tumbled into the He 
of the M:d:avites, mokes them all run crying, tj+ is no other {yt the ſword of tt 
Lord, ani of Gideon; the Sun ſhining upon the Waters, put an im preſſion upe 
the Moabites to their ruin, 2 Kings, 3. 22. Cc. which makes the overthrow 
enemies fo exfic, ( whereof we in our time have had pregnant proof) ebat 
N thum 3. 12. Their frong Cities fall a ripe figgs into the mouth of the eater, 4 
their valiant captains melt like graſpoppers in a >unny day. 3. How the Lo 
makes things fall out, contrary to what his enceinie»+ defign, and ia all humid 
appearance may expect The Lord as T/a. 24, 25. turning wiſe men backt 
and evidencing, that the deceived ( Fob. 12. 16.) and deceiver are bis, 
turning the Counſels of Acbithophels to fool (ſhneſss 4 for inftence 1 


Che People of Iſrael would have a King, to put them in a happy condition, | a 
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e Nations (1 Jam, 8. 5.) Bat that King deſtroyed their Nation; and Devid 
med to bear up the Pillars thereof, The Church baniſhed from Jeruſalem, on 
wſe co deſtroy it, Ad, 11. 19. 20. And was & very probable mean to effectuat 

 (jgo,but that baniſhment of cheChurch, proved the preſervation of the Church, 
n Jeruſalem was deftroyed. And Paul bound that he might not preach. Phil. 
13 But bis Bonds de preach, and tend to the furtherance of the Goſpel. 4. 
the Lord brings down his Enemies, when their ſtrength is greateſt, their 
wbioations ſtrongeſt, and their Confidences higheſt, Nah. 1, 10. When they 
re drunken as the drunkard ( with ſucceſs ) and folded together as thorns, (by 
Yabinacions, confederacies and ſtrength) then ſhall they be devoured as ſtubbie 
4%. Yea 5, How the Lord brings the darkeft hour upon a Church, immedi- 
before her delivery, and makes her Furnace hotter in the very ca: trying on of 
;(elivernnce» As faired wih the Church in Efthers time, and in Babylon. And 
ga ſtrange word in Mic. 4 10. Be in pain and labour to bring forth, for ye 
go to Babylon, and there be delivered, making their light to ſhine out of obſcu- 
„ And 1 may allude to that Word, ſa: 21. 11. watch-man what of the night? 
ch. man, what of the night? The watch-man ſaid, The morning cometh, and 
the night. There may be a dark Night before the Morning, and even darkeſt 
eduatly before the break of day, And 2, Ye are to underfland theſe dark 
nidence :, with reference to Fudgements, as well as mercies. Fer. 8, 7. The 
l in the heavens knoweth her appointed times, and the turtle, and the cran, and 
ſwallow chſerue the time of their coming, bat my people know not the Judgment 
le Lord, And as to this, ye are to underſtand, 1. That the Lord with variety ©}; 
Wward JuJgements, oftimes (mites a ſinful People, he hath many ſickles to cur | | 
14 Nation, when they are rype, by aboundiog, and being impudent. and ob- 
tin ſin, Joel, 3. 13. Tech. 5. 1. And in his Soveraignity, he changes them 
wplexſu e. And in order to this, he fitteth inſtruments to execute his wrath, | ;; 
frepares them for doing his pleaſure. I/. 13. 3. 7 have called my ſand ess 


b Ihave commanded my mighty ones for mine anger; and proportions the | , 


went ſome Way to the fin of a people, that they who run miy read, for u hat 
lord ſmiteth them, when they that (poil are ſpoiled, &c, 2. That the Lord 
tlometimes inſenſibly conſume a People, by ſpiritual and inviſible Judgements, ; | 
Wing 2 moth among them, Hoſ. 5: 12. Iwill be as a moth to the houſe of Judah. 
"6 4 rottenneſs to the houſe of Iſrael, and making gray hair: to be here and ; } 
1e upon them, ( Hoſe 7. 9.)tho they knew it not. This is worthy of our fearch, | | 
fudying to underſtand, how the Lord ſecretly and inſenſibly, by Spiritual | 
PNents waſtes a Nation ; Judgments come, and the noiſe of their feet is not 
dl, they are effectually, tho inſenſibly deſtroyed. O frange ! A People lain, 
tap [word not (een, and the ſhot not heard, but in his wrath they pine away, 
5 deſerting of them, Mic. 3. 4. By hardning their hearts, blinding their 
„ and lat ning theic hearts, /, 6. 9. By giving them up to ſpiritus] benz 
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nale Exel 47. 11. And to ficong deluſions, 2 Theſ. 2, 12. And by lets 
run "on in * without reproof or correction, I. 1. 5. Hoſ. 7 3 
many other ſpiritual plagnes, which makes the caſe ſader, that nor only, 4; 1 hi. 
fait, they confume inſenſtbly, but they are both fins and Ju.'gments, 401. , 
Yer ( if not timouſly prevented by turning to the Lord) they way prove i 
ſad earneſt of hell and damnation, as in that forecited place, 2 Theſ 2, 12 1 
they all might be damned who believed not the truth. And 3. Ves worthy of yo 
ſtudy to underſtand, how that Moth, at laft (if a People pri've incorr;pihle 
turus into + Lyen, and a Leoperd, Hoſ. 13. 7. Therefore I will be ante them 
a Lyon, end as a Leopard by the way will T obſerve tbem: Aud how the Lord 
outward and viſihle troakes defiroyes * Nation, Fer. 14. 12, I will conſume 11 
by the ſword, and by famine, and by tke peſtilence. (5.) You are to labour 
underſtand the great ends ind defigns, that the Lord is driving on, by theſetia 
end providences that pals Over a People; And if ye obſerve narrowly, Yeu 
find, 1 That by all theſe Providences, in the latter days he is removing theſe thi 
that are Cor as ſome read, it may be) ſyaken, as of things that are made, tl 
the things which cannot be ſhaken, may remain, 2, That he is making way for t 
utter ruin & fall of Antichriſt andPopery, in all the forms of it, chat not ſo mi 
28 a rag of that whore may remain, Rev. 18. 2. And his Church ſing a triuny 
Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen. And 3. That he is carrying on the ef 
blihment cf Zion, upon her right Bafis and Foundation, I/. 14, laſt v, V 
ſhall one anſwer the meſſenger of the nations. That the Lord hath founded Zion: 
the poor of the people ſhall truſt in ( or as in the Heb. betake themſelves unto ) 
And if theſe great Ends be carried on by Providences, It matters not much, 
you, and I, and others, mils our own particular, and ſelf End-, And 6. I no 
propofe to you the underflanding of the Times, which the Text relates un 
And if there be any paralell betwjxt ic and our Times, it is not I, 
Scripture, and Providence, the great Comentary on Scripture,that hath m: 
it. And if ye will ſearch into the caſe of the Text, you will fiad; 
That Saul David's Father in Law was now dead , and the Throne vicind, 
Abner, ind his Command that he hed over the Tribes, was now removed out 
the way, by the Lords remarkable hand, 2. Sam. 3. 30. 33. 3- David mi 
magnifi-d among the People by his victories over the Philiſtines, his picus ci 
age, bis Z- al for the ark of the Lord, and againſt [dolatry, and for the pub 
good of the Land, v. 18. of this chap, 4. The time of the Promiſe, for ma 
David King, was now at hend to be fulfilled, 2 Sam. 3, 9. 10. 5. There 
a Spirit of Zeal for this rk, maving all the Tribes, they flack one after ancth 
to the work, av bere in this chap. v. 22. 38. It's aid, They came all with 4 p 
| feck he art, to make David King over Tſrael,and all the reſt alſo of Iſrael were of 
heart to make David King, unt il a- v. 22. They were a great boſt, as the 5000 of G 
* 4 There were both pen an ſecret E1:mie- to this great work, of makicg Pa 
| King, if ye will conſider what is ſaid, in 1 King, 12, 16. and in v. 17. of this £ 
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11 
7. When ever David came to the Crown, he gave orders to bring back the 
co its right Place. Aad in the foflowing chap, to this Text, ye ſee what or- 
ls, fer conſultatic o with the Leaders and the Captains, be iſſues forth, to 
him ain the Ark of God, for ( lays he) we inquired not at it in the days of Saud. 
fa 8. In this J uicture, there were that gave the Ark a wrong toueb, which kind- 
uu the Anger of the Lord againſt him, ſee v. 9. of the chap. next to this Text. 
u muſt in the 9, and laſt place add, That when the Ark was brorght hom, 
han remarkable things followed, As David the King his earnal fear, to bring 
to hi own City, v. 12, 13. Of the following Chapter. The great confirmati- 
n of the Kingd: m upon tim, by the Lords ſignal appearance in bis behalf, ac- 
ord ng to his Promiſe, by forreign Confederreies end kindneſs, by 8 numerous 
Faily, and by victories over his Enemies, As in 1 Chron. 14, 1, 2, 10, 14. Cc. 
lil at laſt, afier ſeveral ſtops and lets, the Ack is brovght with ſhouting, unto 
rs own Place the City of David, 1 Chron. 15. 28. And the called and appointed 
Nicers of h: Lord are ſet to wait on it, and nofoul fingers to touch it, 1 Chrone 
b 37. G. And then, and not till then cometh peace, and all the people return 
h their houſes, and David returned to bleſs his houſe, v. 43. Thete «re many o- 
ther things in times, that ye ought to underſtand, bur leaſt J exceed the bonnds f 
Sermon, I forbear to mention them, and comes to the laſt thing I propoſed | þ 
the method cf this Doctrine. $1 
III. What way may People beſt come to underfiand the Times > Anſw. 1. 
þ Conſulting the Wo d of God, which is beſt the Key to unlock Providences and 
limes, to the lam and to the teſtimony,1ſa.$. 20. And as Aſaph, when he was puzled 
nh a ſingular Providence, P/al, 73, 16, 17. He went into the Sanctuary to be 
eſalved. and there was cleared as to the Times and Providences he was tryſted 


nth. The Lords voice cryeth unto the city, (Mic. 6.9. ) and the man of wiſ- 9 


hn ſhall know thy name. 2. Labour td have the work of Grace and Renovation 
Horow and clear without Clouds, for the Image of God in man is of ſuch a na- 
ure, chze it hath ſomething in it anſwering ( as Face to Face in Glaſs to all 4 


lit tevealed Will of God, and to its great interpreter Times and Providences 3 i ö 


nd the more powerful and lively Grace be in its Actinge, the Foht you 
live both in his Word and Works, P/al. 25+ 14. the ſecret H "ny 10 . | 


bem that fear him, & c. 3,Compare former times and provi - . [ 
nd Circumſtances with preſent Time: and Diſpenſstions ne Re 1 
light in what ſeems hid and obſcure to you,Pſal.77.5, Cor fider the da 5 7 $i 
be years of ant ient times, and bring them home co the Preſent 8 2 a 1 
lep you to know the Vifion, ic. b. 5 Remember from Shirtim t Gilral 1 it ve 1 4 
mb the rigbteouſne ſs of the Lord. . Imploy by Prayer Chrif Jeſus to o - * Me 

o lime & Providerces to you, for he i: wor thyt o do it Rev. 5. 2 Wee pile. f 

ud and be js not there, and backward but cannot percejve bim on ch ts * 
"ere be dot h work, but cannot behold him, and on the right hand, bares 2 

2 | 0 
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not ſee him; then ply the Duty of Prayer, for the right management of thai r 
ty hath gi ven great Light to the Saints in dark and difficult times, fal.) | 
when the Lords way is in the ſea, and his paths in the deep waters, yet Priyer 
be 2 mei to diſcover his gings, and lay pen bis mind in them. 5. U 
would rightly underſtand Times, buwa: e of P ejud'ce at, and raſh Cen(ur; 
Times and Providence, as if ye were wiſer than God, or could amend what | 
- hath donezwhoart thou O man chat chargeft God fooliſhly, and findeſt fault wie 
the Almighty, the wiſe Counſeller and excellent Worker: Ye ought to ſubmit ya 
Will co His, and neither to cenſure, nor quacrel nis ways, but (ay, as Pſalm 18, 2 
Tais is che doing of the Lord, and marvelous iu our Eyes. I remember chat ix: 
corded that Lui her ſaid to Melanchton, when he was ready to cenſure the Tims 
as ſeeming to threaten the ruine of the Church, Munendus eſt ie Philippus ut 
ſinat e ſte mundi gubernator, Let Me lanchton ceaſe ( (ays he ) to govern f 
World. Men when they overlook a ſupreme over-ruling Hand at the Helm 
Providences, are ready to cenſure them. It was à tevere Conſtruction that Po 
pbyry put upon the Iſraelites paſſing through the Red-Sea, and the Egyptian; t 
ing drowned, That they took the advantage of a low Water, as if the Ebb chere h 
ever been ſo great or better known to ſtrangers than Natives. And Neb, 4. 
What do theſe feeble Jews) And 6. If ye would underſtand the Times, ye m 
not cake a light overly view of them, but ye muſt look attentively upon them n 
S pry into them, / 107. 23, ye muſt look and look again on them. His Work 
tre ſought out ( Plal. 111. 2.) of them that take pleaſure in them. Ye muſ ho 
both fides ( to ſpeak ſo ) of this Book, 6; will find what is dark on t he o 
Wy fide of the Leaf is clear on the other; on the one fide ye may percie ve nothing 
Wrath, Trouble, Confufioo, Hell, Death, &c. but if ye will turn over, Jem 
ſee. Love, Peace, Order, Heaven, Glo y, yea, ye muſt wait upon the tine 
brioging forth, and patiently expect the reſult; for what ye ſee not now, ye ſu 
$3 ſec hereafrer ; Times are wich Chiid of many Truths and Diſpenſations, 
there is « Month of bringing torth, and here is the Faith and Patience of t| 
ll Saints. 
S Dog. 2. That the right underflanding of Times is very contributive totl 
elent diſcovery, and ſeaſonable performance of the proper duties which are calle 
foi in theſe times. 3 
That I ma} render this Truth uſeful to you, 7 ſhall 1. Give you ſome things! 
the general for Explication. 2. Show you what are the proper Duties of tl 
time and juncture we are fallen under. 3. Vnst Motives may perſwade to (0 
$ diligent and (ſerious performance af theſe Duties. And 4. How ene right deſcel 
ing et our time? do contribute co the diſccyery and practice of theſe Duties : 40 
if your time wl allow, I ſhall make ſome Application ot all. - 
Ih the general for Explication;, let cheſe things be conſidered. 1. EV 
ume caſteth up its proper and leaſfonable Duties, and not only the _ 
| . 1e1lat ]. 
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bent) of Duty, by imbracing the right ſes ſon of it, is made to ſtjneas an Apple 


ads upon the right cimeing of it; Every thing, ſaith Solomon ( Eccleſ. 3. 
.) is beautiful in its ſeaſon , mil-timed Duties as they are uneaſie to others, 
af gazccepranle to God, fo are they of dangerous conſequence both tothe 
Church and Perſons then ſelves. 2. As every time, ſo every Perſon in the Church 
u State have proper Duties incumbent to them, according to their (ſeveral Ca- 
ities, Start:»ns and Talents, fot advancing the glory cf God, and ſecuring 
teir own Happin:ſs. and in order thereto, particularly for preſervation and 
nuſmitt ng of the Goſpel and its Ordinances to Pofterity, that through your 
gre, the Children that are yet unborn may praiſe his Name. 3. The Lord doth 
ednarily & piric ſome men for the Duties of their time, and in a more than ordi- 
in way furniſh them With Gifts and Endowments, for their Generation=work, 
getting them above what they are in ordinary, and raiſing their Spirits ¶ Day. 

,3% ) to do exploits, making the feeble as David, and the weak as an angel of 


WW. 4. It's rare to find Acting and Duties of Times ſingle and pure without the 


ful mixture of Self-Incereft, a ſour Leaven that hath ſpoiled many glorious 


| 
of Gold in a Picture of Silver, hut much of the ſuceeſs or diſappointment of it 


tings and heavy Sufferings : Bur of this more hereafter, and therefore ye will 


| the duty of Self-denyal put in the midſt (Luk 9. 23.) betwixt Doing and 


fering, to ſhew that none of them can be cleanly without it. 5. In the point 
Duty and Acting, Times and Providences are not to be our Rule, Sin is till Sit, 
Duty is ſtill Duty, tho Providegee ſeem ſometimes to favour the one and di. 
ntenance the other; for as Eccleſ. 9. 2. there is one event to the Righteous 
Ito the Wicked, c. and therefore make the Word, and not ſingle Provi- 
ce, the Square of your Duty, Providences alone without the Word are danger- 
aides. And 6. Tho there be ordinarly a firong inclination and benfil in 
Friends towards Acting, yet the Church hath ever thriven better under Suf- 


ng than Acting. Ads. 11. 21. And as their Prayers and Tears have been their 4 


Armour, fo their Teſtimony and Blood hath been tbeir greateſt Trophies 20 d 


by, Rev. 12. 11. They overcame by the blood of the Lamb, and the word of 


x teſtemony, for they loved not their lives unto death. 


ll. I preſume, by vertue of my Commiſſion from the King of kings, to lay be- 


r your Grace their Ma jeſtiss High Commiſſioner, and this Honourable Houſe 
\ulixmear, theſe-particular Duties, which our Tiwes, being well underſtood, 
aſly call for, and ſhall make no other Apology for my freedom in preſſing 
d. than the obligation that lies on me to be zealous for the Lord of Hoſts ; and 

uns never before ( being but as one born out of time) in ſuch a Capacity, fo 

u be! never again have the opportunity of preaching before ſuch an Honour- 

| Muditory. ( 1. ) Our Times upon a narrow and ſpiritual ſearch call aloud to 
duty, that in a reeling and uncertain tiine, every one ſhould ſecure t heir Souls, 

Pt that in face keeping, 1 Pets 4. 19. Wherefore let them that, &c. com- 

mit 
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mit the keeping of their ſouls to kim in well doing as unto a faithful Creator, T1 
exceflency of the Soul, the price Chriſt payed for Souls, the paint that Satan take 
to deftroy theſe, and the irreparableneſs of the loſs, not being to be made upl 


gaining the whole world, plead ſtrongly for this; and the Souls of grea: ones by 


ing within the reach of chat word, 1 Cor.1. 26. Not many wiſe not many noble, x 
and obvious to greater and mo Temptations, are in greater bazard than others. A; 


therefore in this uncertain time, I obteft you, that ye ſecure your Souls, by 8 


ting an Intereſt in Chriſt Jeſus, that loſe What ye will, ye may not loſe that, wii 
cannot be recovered at the rate of all the World, and that if times of trout 
come upon you, ye may not be both a fflicted here, and damned hereafter. / 
That ye guard againft Apoſtacy and Detection from the Truth and Way of Ge 


wherein he hath mercifully engaged you) by falling into Idolatry, Profuc 


and Oppoſition, to the righteous ways of God, 1 Fob. 5. 21. Lirtle Child, 
keep your ſelves from idols; and be not of them that draw back, ( Heb, 10. 33 
leaſt his Soul take no pleaſure in you; for few Apoſtates recover, or if they 
many of them have bitter Agonies of Spirit, and are a very Hell co themſelves 
fore they be put among the Children again. Aod if Popery and other Corruptic 
now caſt out by you, be imvraced agair, they will bring with them ſeven ne 
Spirits than before; O do not ſweepthe Houſe (Matth. 12. 44.) for the De 
return agaia: and it will be a ſtrange thing to ſce rational men, ( ler be prote 
Chriſtians ) ſo prodigal of their Souls, Conſciences, Relations, Eſtates und 
dies, as to thirſt and long to be back again to Egy?t, have ye forgot the Butt 
and Bondage ye were formerly under > will ye again return to Babylon? 
for the Lord's ſ ke, hate the Whore and all her Rags ſported with the Fleſh, 
tremble to think what may be the ſad Conſequence of returning again with 
Dog to the Vomit, and with the Sow to the Puddle; That's a ſevere word in) 
24. 20. If ye forſake the Lord and ſerve other gods, then he will turn and di 
urt, and conſume you after that he hath done zou good. ( 3.) Labour to ſe 
the Reformation you have happily begun, and is greedily expected. And thitl 
dily, and in the firſt place, Command ( as in EZ. 7. 23) that whatſoever he 
manded by the God of Heaven, be diligently done for the Houſe of the & 


Heaven. Reformation ought to be thorow, and not by halves or ſinful mint 


Hoſ.7.8.1t's a ſad mark put upon Samaria,2King. 17. 33. That they feared the l 
and ſerved their own gods. And ſwearing by God, and by Malcham,(Zephil.s ) 

the Stretching out of his arm ftiil with fury againſt a Nation; it's 3 reproach | 

a People to halt between God and Baal, 1 King. 18. 21. If the Lord be God 
bim; but if Bial, then follow him. And it's à perpetual ſtain upon Febl R 
mation: Thar tho he deſtroyed Bas! and his Pricſts, & c. yet he debatte 
from the ſins of Feroboam, to wit, the Golden Calves at Dan and Bethel, 21 


10. 28, 29, Let Reformation, I ſay, be perfect, and throw to the Doors 
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u to the Whore,even the raps ſhe hath left behind her, for an errand to retura - * 

i And let none of Babels curſed Timber or Stones be taken to build the Lord's 
joſe with. And let it be done ſpeedily, Ezra 6. 13. They went abont the 
widing of the Wall ſpeedy, Let it not be put off by carnal Policy, or worldly 
s, ſaying, as Hag. I. 2,4. It is not time to build the Lord's Houſe, the time 
int come. Tho I confeſs there is a vaſt difference betwixt pious Prudence, wah 
old order all your Affairs, and carnal Policy, which will but defile and marr 
Work. For men may apprehend, that if they ſhou'd go on to the fertling of 
Government of the Church, or any piece of Reformation preſently, many would 
fol and affairs would not ſucceed ſo proſperouſſy. But let me perſwade you, 
t you will find the contrary to be true, if ye will conſider, 1, That the Policy of 
kind which Feroboam uſed, 1 King. 12. 26. And which the Jews followed, 


u. 28. Brought the ſame very evils upon them which they feared, and thought 1 


their carnal Policy to avoid ; For Jeroboam had laid down this Principle, That 
ll, no King, even as ſome conclude with as little reaſon, No Biſhop, no King. 
the Fews were by their carnal wiſdom fixed in this, That Chriſt and the Go» 
| and their peace and ſafety could not conſiſt together: But both their mei- 
s fled them, and that which they feared, and thought by.their carnal Policy 
rite, came upon them. 2, If ye will conſider that good King Hezekiah was 
guided by this caroal Policy in his Reformation, 2 King 18. 4. But in the firs 
bis reign ( which I pray and hope our King ſhall make the paralleF-of ) e- 
ed the high places, brake down the images, cut down the groves, and brake in 
wes the brazen ſerpent, (tho Moſes made it) and called it Nehuſptan. And |? 


twhich in this Affair was his beſt Policy, ye have in the 5 verſe, He truſted in [ 


Lord God of Iſrael. And 3. It ye will conſider what Luther, that famous 
former ſaitb, That there are three great hioderances of Reformation, Security 
mg the people of God, ſecret treachery of enemies, aud carnal policy in managers 
e vor kl. For to offcr to cure the diſorders of he Church by carnal wiſdom, 
I determine the great controverſies of Religion by humane R-aſon, is cum ra- 
ey ſapient ia inſanire, to go mad with Wiſdom and Reaſon» And I have read 
a Livy ſaith, That carnal policies are in their contrivement ple. ſant, in their 
ugement difficult, and in their iſſue fad to them that uſe them, and will leave 
with that ſad lamentation of that great Polititian Twlly, whoic Policy had kept 
an Pace and Honour, ( if | remember ) in the t1m- of fou Emperors, yet at 
td cryed out, O me miſerum, & nunquam beatum. It ruſt needs then be 2 

d Maxim which ſome Father upon Matchiavel, That all the Laws and things 
bn dre to be ſubjefied and ſtoop to (that which' they call) Reaſon of Stare, 


) It's 2 ducy of our tunes, if we underſtand them right, to crucifie that | þ 
Fol Idol Self; and all ſelf. ends and iotereſts, when they came in competition 


A chriſt and his Truth, and when the caſe is, Chriſt or Barabbas, O! How | 
many 


| 


[ 


N | 
g | have been laid waſte, becauſe they built their own Houſes, and let the Houleof 
Lord ly deſolat. Feb his ſelf-eads ( Ho. 1. 4.) brought ruin upon him and! 


| „ = 
many worſhip this Idol Self. Phil. 2. 21, AN! ſech their own, not the thine. 
Jeſus chriſt. But the voice of our times to you, Moſt noble Patriots, it, not to ſe 
great things for your ſelf with Baruch, Fer. 45. J. Bat with Mordec ai, Ef, 10 
3. To ſeek always the wealth of your people, and labour for a more publick Shi 
tit : Moſes and Paul ſeem to lay their Soul and part of Heaven in Pawn for the ge 
ry of God, and delivering of the Caurch. Will ye prefer your little Rock tot 
ſafety of che whole Cargo and Veſſel > O curſed ſelf, away with it, away with 
it, crucifie it, cruc iſie it. You were lately by a great Light of this Church, exbot 
ted to prefer Jeruſalem to your chief joy; and I hope the Impreſſion of it abide 
with you. For 1. It is a Spring and Source of many evils, from whence ſom on 
Pride, Ambition, Covetouſneſs, Vanity, &c. but from this? They are all 
Children of this curſed Mother, and if ye do not ſlay this Idol, ye will nov hare 
heart to lite at the fallen Tabernacle, or to help to ſer an the Crown on Chei 
Head, 2. It is the foſtering and feediag of this idol Self, that is the ſad occiſ 
of all thoſe breaches, diviſions and animoſities that are amongſt a people; | 
according to the frame of their Idols, fo are all theit Methods taken, and ſome hy 
anIdol of one ſh ape, and.ſome of another, and according to that Mould, ſo are all thi 
actings to ſupport it. And 3. This ſelfiſh diſpoſition and temper, as it doth cauſe i 
enemy to bla ſpheme, and opens the mouths of the wicked to ſay, lo this is the m 
that pretended ſo highly for Chrift, now he hath left him, when he hath draws! 
Stake, or he hath left him becauſe he cannot mount up to preferment that way,u 
ain nothing from that quarter; ſo hath it provoked the Lord to cut downthd 
elf-intereſts, chat men have preferred to Cheiſt, and his Intereſt, how n 
Crovyns hath this made to totter, and fall to the ground, becauſe they ſought 
Crown to themſelves, and not to Chriſt. Ang bow many great and fait houl 


| || Houſe, and all his policy could not prevent it; he that ſaves himſelf this way, l 
S. loſe himſelf. 5. They that rightly underſtand our times, will find that modem 
on, and ſobriety is one of the great duties of it, Phil. 4.5, Let your moderation 


Known to all men, &c, Winding up of inſtrumeaes to the higheſt Peg, doth note 


ly marc the Harmony, but breaketh the Strings. Let not the Stretches off 


der times, edge you to the ſame Methods. You know who it was, who bd 
inquired, what was the beit way of governing Kingdoms ? wrot only in fed 
upon large Paper, at agr-at diſtance from ocher, three times, Modus, Ma 
modus, moderation, moderation, moderation. Tue Record: of experier cell 


1 us, that violent Adminiſtrations, and running things eo the height, have Hold: 
| long-lived, Omnis felicitas ad culmen produdi R2trogreditur, &. nibil violent 
durat. And 6. The Duty of our Time» ſeem< to be, that ye ſhould lay ſuch ſure 


i | lafting Foundations, as not only theſe two rangers in our Land, R a” 


at 2 | > ' * * | , * 
- (P/al. 85. 10.) may meet and kiſs one another; but that they may live 
Ader, and may be perpetneted to the generations to come, that the Children 

thorn may bleſs you; As we in this time do bleſs you in the Name of the 
x, and from the Honſe of our God, for what ye have done already, Go on 
\ [(y, againſt whatſoever oppoſition, eit her from Enemies, or falſe Build» 

ind ley ſuch a ſure Baſis, thar afcer-Generations may build upon it: heag | 
+ word in Zech. 8. 9. Let your bands be Prong, ye that hear in theſe dayes, 
6 words by the mouth of the Prophets, which were in the day that the foundation 
de bouſe of the Lord Was laid, that the Temple might be built. 

I Let me preſs theſe Duties of our times upon you by ſome Motives.1.The 
erns ye have among your hands in this time are great, your Grace, and this 
arable Court bf Parliament, have not only the Matters ofan Earthly King. 
n God hath fingled out to do Exploits for him xmong your hands, for which 
re obliged, ( as ye have already done ) to evid ce great deal of care and 
but ye have under your care and tutory Chriſt's own Bride, (he is a tender 
ja, and hath yet but little Breafts, ſhe hath been wounded in the houfe of 
ſreinds,as wellas by Enemies, and ſhe is not yet heal, h r Wounds are yet bleed- 

ſor the Lord's lake prove to her as the compaſſionat Samaritan, Luke. 10. 
And up her Wounds, pour Oy] into them, and take care ot her; (he is 
Born, ſhe is a King's Daughter, ( P/al. 45. 13.) new come from ber 
ment ; and for her Father's Bleſſing, for her B:idegroumG Bleſſing, nd for 
om Bleſling, who is ready co periſh, deal kindly with her, and be faichful 
tors to her. Yea, ye have Chriſt Erown, his Glory among your hands, and 
u take away, or ſuffer one Jewel of it to be los*d or robꝭd, got only your E- 
ind Lives, but your Souls may go for it; for he will not give his Glory to 
der, nor ſuffer any to wear a Pearl of his Diadem, without evidences of his 
wer and Diſplealure againſt them. 2 Remember, that chough ye be as Gods, 
al, $2, 6.) yet ye muſt dy a> men, your Breath is in your Noſthtils, as other 
ts, and therefore cariy fo in the Truft ye have among your hands, as that ye 
be defired when ye |.ve, and lamented when ye. die, 4 Heathen could ſay, 
nam famam ſervavero, ſat erg Felix; and there was no! any thing more reck- 
d a plague among the Heathens, than to die unlamented, and their memorial 
de buried in obſcurity, or rema'n in Infamy: And I beiteve there is not a man 
ws Houſe, who would not think himſelf extreamly miſerable to be with Jehol- 
u (Jer. 22+ 19) buried with the burial of an A's: Think but ſeriouſly what 
ph may be W: weten on your Tomb, aud what Diicourſes my be of you 
Ahe are gone, Here lies a man that was never a Friend to Chriſt or his Intereſt; 
Wie is dead, but he was an oppoler and pertecuter of Carift, his T:iuth and 
ople, I have reid of Lewis the 11. King of France, chat he count etteited 
elf to die, o lee if his Court wou d lament him, and honour his Death with 
C Tears, or if that they would rejoyce that they were freed of ſuch 8 Gore n 
our. 
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our. It certainly concerns you to cquit your ſel vet feichſully in Jom Tu. 
ye may live deſired, and die lamented, and to have the Generetion follonigg 
to the Grave with ſuch a Lamentation, 2 King, 2. 12, Ah! my father, l p 
riots of Iſrael, andthe Horſe - men thereof 3 and to remember what that great 
dinal Volſev (aid, when dying, That if he had ſerved Gad es faithfully 45 he bat; 
the King, he bad not been in that miſery- Aad dying ia not all, but ye muſt 
an account of your Stewardſhip, and Talent, and Duties belonging to this prej 
Ration, in which ye are placed, and the opportunities of dojog ſervice to Ge 
now put in your hande, and what will ye ſay when ye ſhall be ſiſted it the gen 
Aſſize before the Tribunal of Chi iſt, to that queſtion, what Juſtice and Vote: 
ye tome and my afflicted Church in the firſt Parliament of King Willian 
Queen Mary in Scotland, was ye for me or againſt me? 3. Though yeſ, 
live the courſe of Nature, yet ye may never have fo fair an opportunity to 
good in your time, as ye Leave this day, for it's rare for a Man to be tric 
Commiſſioner, and hut few are twice choſen to be Members of Parliament, of | 
who come in by choic#,and to whom it is not Hereditary 3 and this calls you, 
while there is 8 Price in your hand (Prov.17- 16, ) todo good, labour teh 
a heart to it, thac is, ſetiouſneſe, diligence, affection, courage and refoluti 
for the work that God hath put in your hands, and carry ſos ye may beſre 
ſad Re flecticas, and after · Challenges, and late- Repentings, for ſiyu/twr & dia 
von put abam. And 4. To perſwade you to theſe Duties of the time, confidgry 
the Lord is aloft, and mounted on his Conquering Horſe, (Rev. 6. 2.) todc 
you, do ye not perceive him diſcovering the Plots, defeating the Counſ 
«nd giving you Victory over your enemies, breaking them on their bigh pl 
*nd making ti em ia'l in the pits they digged for you, Higgaion, Selab. And 
he is ſo villbly, and graciouſly doing for you, will ye not do for him? | (hull 
add in the 5 and [{t place, That as the eyes of the Lord, his holy Angels, ud 
his people in this Land, yea of all the Proteſtant Churches are upon you. 30 
are upon the vings of the Prayers of the flower of the godly in Scotland, ud 
wait for a return, and in hopes of it, we will ſing Salvation to our Gal, 
to the Limb. 
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